
Subject: GANAS Academy - reaching out for support regarding colocation
From: Sakshi Jain <sjain@ganasacademy.org>
Date: 3/5/19, 1:59 PM
To: richard.vladovic@lausd.net
CC: chris.torres@lausd.net, nancy.ceballos@lausd.net, dulce.j.lopez@lausd.net,
john.larson@lausd.net, jessica.perez5@lausd.net, sean.jernigan@lausd.net,
michael.romero@lausd.net, jose.cole-gutierrez@lausd.net
BCC: Natalie Mejia <ms.nataliemejia@gmail.com>, Juliana Mercurio
<juliana.mercurio@gmail.com>, Nitin Prakash <nit.prakash@gmail.com>, Tom
Scotti <gscotti@polahs.net>, Wallace Wei <wwei@ingeniumschools.org>, Shiva
Bhaskar <shiva.g.bhaskar@gmail.com>

Dear Dr. Vladovic, 

My name is Sakshi Jain and I am the Founder and Executive Director of GANAS Academy, a TK-5 
charter school slated to open in August 2019 in Board District 7.  I am contacting you today because 
I am requesting your support in ensuring that we have a harmonious relationship with the co-located 
site offered to us by LAUSD, Catskill Avenue Elementary 

My concerns about this colocation stem from the events that have transpired in the last few months. 
The first mention of this site was brought to us in December 2018 when staff members of Catskill 
came to our board meeting to protest our colocation. My board and I did not know what we spoke of 
as preliminary offers are not sent till February 1st. During the few  months, the following has occurred 
at our board meetings: 

The staff of Catskill informed us that LAUSD had come into their school with our team and 
called for segregation of their students and ours. This was in no way true as neither I nor my 
board members had ever heard of or stepped into Catskill and nor would ever use such 
language.  
After our board meeting, I contacted Local District Superintendent Michael Romero who 
assured me that he wanted all his colocations to be harmonious and no decisions had been 
made about our site and that he was going to meet with the Catskill community. I also 
expressed my concerns to Sean Jernigan who told me about a Facebook video that showed 
the principal of Catskill, Suzanne Zopatti, conducting a meeting in December during school 
hours with staff and parents sharing information about this proposed colocation. 
In the days following UTLA also had a protest at Catskill about our colocation.  ( Picture 
Attached - you can see that the picture was taken in December, before colocations offeres 
were revelaed). 
During our January board meeting, even more members of Catskills and UTLA were present. 
They accused us of lying to them about not knowing about this colocation and steamrolled our 
entire meeting. We could not conduct any business as there were constantly yelling and 
accusations being hurled at us. Furthermore, there were statements made about our 
appearance and threats made to go to our board member’s house and harass him. We will 
now have to hire security at our board meetings because we feel we have been placed in a 
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very unsafe situation. 
Information is being posted on social media with lies about our school and our name is being 
defamed. ( See Attached)
We are getting calls from people screaming and yelling at us. 

I ask for a meeting with you to discuss options on how we can develop a harmonious colocation with 
the offered Prop 30 space. The intent of Prop 39 is to provide charter schools with public space equal 
to that of a traditional district school because we too are a public school but in this scenario, the two 
parties involved are not being treated equally and I urge you take action. 

Thank you and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Warmly,
Sakshi Jain 

Sakshi Jain | Executive Director & Founder | GANAS Academy

P: 323.364.3629 | sjain@ganasacademy.org | GANASAcademy.org
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Attachments:

Wilmington Improvements Network - WIN - Posts.pdf 1.5 MB

IMG_6354.PNG 5.5 MB
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